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Lxxm. Tnurspay, Jeune 15, 1865. No. 20. 


American HAedical Association. 
SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

PROCEEDINGS OF TUESDAY, THE FIRST DAY. 
Tue American Medical Association began its sixteenth annual conven- 
tion at the State House, Boston, in the Hall of the House of Represen- 
tatives, on Tuesday, the 6th inst. A large number of delegates and 
members were present, occupying the entire floor of the hall, while 
the galleries were occupied by spectators. The officers of the con- 
vention were as follows :— 

President. —N. 8. Davis, M.D., of Dlinois. 

Vice Presidents—Wm. H. Mussey, M.1), of Ohio; Worthington Hooker, 
M.D, of Connecticut; William Whelan, M.D., of District of Columbia; J. F. 
B. Heintze, M.D., of Maryland. 

Secrelary.—William B. Atkinson, M.))., of Philadelphia. 

Assistant Secrelary.—Woratio R. Storer, M.D., of Boston, 

Treasurer.—Caspar Wister, M.D., of Philadelphia. 

Considerable time was occupied in the registration of the names 
of delegates, under the dircetion of Dr. J. N. Borland, of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements. At about half past 10 o'clock, the conven- 
tion was called to order, and prayer was offered by Rey. Dr. Lothrop, 
after which Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, of this city, dclivered the address 
of welcome, which was published in our last week’s issue. 

At the close of Dr. Bigelow’s address, the roll of registered mem- 
bers was read by the Secretary. 

It was voted that names of persons desiring election as perma- 
nent members, on presenting the proper credentials, he handed to 
the Committee of Arrangements, to be hereafter reported upon. 

Communications from absent members were reecived, 

The President then proceeded to deliver the annual address, as 
printed in the Journaw of last week, which was reccived with mark- 
ed approbation, and at its close the thanks of the Association were 
voted to Dr. Davis, and a copy of it was requested for publication. 

The President read a communication from Mayor Lincoln, inviting 
the members of the Association to an excursion down the harbor of 
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Boston to-morrow. It was unanimously voted to accept the inyj. 
tation. 

Papers and reports from special committees appointed or continu. 
ed at the last session, being next in order, were called for, and the 
following were presented :— 


On Insanity—Report by Dr. H. R. Storer, of Boston. Referred to the Section 
on Practical Medicine and Obstetrics. 

On the Relations of Electricity to the Causes of Disease—Paper from Dr. Lit- 
tell, of Pennsylvania. Referred to the Section on Practical Medicine and Ob. 
stetrics. 

On Climatology and Epidemic Diseases of California—Reports by Drs. Logan, 
of California, and B. H. Catlin, of Connecticut. Referred to the Section on Me- 
teorology and Epidemics. 

On Alcohol and its Relations to Man—Report by Dr. G. E. Morgan, of New 
York. Referred to the Section on Practical Medicine and Obstetrics. 

On Autopsies and their Relations to Medical Jurisprudence—Report by Dr. T, 
C. Finnell, of New York. Referred to the Section on Medical Jurisprudence, 

On the Introduction of Disease by Commerce, and the Means of its Preyen- 
tion—Report by Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brooklyn, N. Y. Referred to the Section 
embracing Hygiene. 

On Exsections and their Relation to Conservative Surgery—Papers by Dr. 
Tewksbury, of Iowa, and Dr. Lyon. Referred to the Section on Surgery. 

On Specialists and Specialties—The Committee were requested to report on 
Wednesday morning at 9 o’clock. 

On the Rank of Medical Corps in the Army—Report by Dr. Tripler, U.S. A. 
Referred to the general session of Wednesday. 

On the Rank of Medical Corps in the Navy—Report by Drs. Anderson, of 
New York, and others. Referred to the eae session of Wednesday. 

On Smallpox—Papers by Drs. Ramsey, of New York, and Nebinger, of Phila- 
delphia. Referred to the Section on Hygiene. 

Volunteer communications were now called for, and the following 
papers were presented :— 

On Ophthalmology—By Dr. Williams, of Cincinnati. Referred to the Section 
on Surgery. 

Extraction of Foreign Bodies from the Ear and Nose—By Dr. Turnbull, of 
Philadelphia. Referred to the Section on Surgery. 

On Staphyloraphy—By Dr. J. Mason Warren, of Boston. To be read at 3 
o’clock, P.M., on the 7th, at the Medical College. 

On Surgery—By Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, of Boston. To be read at the Medical 
College at 4, P.M., of the 7th. 

On the Functions of the Nerves of Sensation and Motion—By Dr. Haskell, of 
Rockport. Referred to the Section on Anatomy and Physiology. 

On Dislocations of the Clavicle—By Dr. Holton. Referred to the Section on 
Surgery. 


The Report on Specialties and Specialists, by Dr. Homberger, of 
New York, was assigned for consideration in general session at 9 
o’clock on the 8th. 

Kight o’clock was fixed as the hour for beginning the morning 
sessions of the convention. 

Dr. W. Marsden, President of the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons of Lower Canada, was introduced, and made a brief address. 

It was voted that a committee to nominate officers, consisting of 
one from each State, be appointed by the various delegations. 
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The chair announced that the Sections of the Association would 
mect in their assigned rooms at 3, P.M. 

At fifteen minutes before 2 o'clock the convention adjourned. 

In the afternoon the several sections organized by the choice of 
chairmen and secretaries, and proceeded to the consideration of the 
reports and papers referred to them. 

Soirée and Promenade Concert at the Music Hall.—In_ the evening 
the members of the convention attended a soirée at the Musie Hall, 
tendered to them by their professional brethren of Boston, and a few 
hours were most agreeably spent in social intercourse. The music 
on this occasion was furnished by Gilmore’s full band, and by Mr. 
J.B. Lang, who exhibited the great power and beauty of the organ 
in his usual unsurpassed style. Many ladies graced the occasion 
with their presence. At 10 o'clock an clegant collation was served. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND DAY. 

The second day’s session of the Association was opened at 8.20, 
A.M., by the President, Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago. The names 
of the gentlemen chosen to nominate officers were reported as 
follows 

Jfaine, Thomas A. Foster; New Hampshire, George D. Twitchell, 
of Keene; Vermont, H. D. ILolton; J/assachusetts, A. A. Gould ; 
Rhode Island, 8. Clapp ; Connecticut, Elisha B. Nye; New York, D. 
W. C. Enos: New Jersey, Ezra M. Wunt: Pennsylvania, Dr. Mayburry ; 
Delaware, James Couper; Maryland, Dr. Kenneman; Ohio, S. A. 
Almy ; District of Columbia, J. M. Toner; Indiana, J. F. Hibberd ; 
Illinois, John Bartlett; Missouri, J. 8. B. Alleyn ;, Jowa, W. F. Peck ; 
United States Army, I. J. Woodward; United States Navy, T. L. Smith ; 
Michigan, UL. A. Ilitcheock. 

Permission was given the committee to retire for consultation at 
9 o'clock. The roll of the additional delegates registered since yes- 
terday’s session of the Association was read by the Secretary. The 
number present was then announced to be 468. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, with a few preliminary remarks, offered 
the following preamble and resolution, which, he said, demanded the 
prompt action of the Association :— 

Whereas, Montrose A. Pallen, whose name appears in the register 
as a permanent member of this Association, las been proved to have 
been in complicity with an attempt to poison the Croton dam, by which 
the city of New York is supplied with drinking water—thus imperil- 
ling the lives of thousands of his fellow citizens, therefore 

Resolved, That the said Montrose A. Pallen has disgraced his man- 
hood and the humane profession of which he is an unworthy member ; 
that he is hereby dishonorably discharged from this Association ; that 
the Secretary be required to strike his name trom the roll of members, 
and that he shall never hereafter be eligible to membership in the 
American Medical Association. 

Dr. Cox supported the resolution with a few forcible remarks. 
He said that to be arrayed in rebellion against the government of 
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the United States, either by sympathy with the insurgents, or open, 
active codperation, is a crime, the extent of which can scarcely be 
estimated; but when is added to this the wholesale destruction of 
thousands of innocent people, men, women and children, by a mode 
unrecognized by any theory of modern warfare, and tolerated only 
in conditions of extreme barbarism, no repentance can wipe out the 
hellish enormity or admit of restoration to public confidenee and 
respect. Dr. Montrose A. Pallen was a physician. In that title 
the world has been aceustomed to embrace all that is benevolent 
and humane. When every other epithet of admiration had been 
exhausted in the case of one of the Saviour’s disciples, he was eall- 
ed the “Good Physician.” We have had since the days of Like, 
thank God, thousands of the noblest examples of the healing art. 
When Deszeneties. the great Freach surgeon, was ordered by Bona- 
parte to destroy the plague patients of Jaffa by administering opium, 
he replied, “Sire, my business is to cure men, not to kill them.” 
Pallen, without being ordered by a superior, volunteered the advice 
to destroy thousands by poisoning the conmon clement of life in a 
populous city. Desgenettes deserves to be canonized in grateful 
remembrance through all ages to come—Pallen, to be pilloried in 
eternal infamy and disgrace. 
The remarks of Dr. Cox were frequently interrupted by applause. 

he resolution was fully discussed, and several amendments propos- 
ed. A motion by Dr. Toner, of Washington, t» postpone all action 
upon the resolution for one year, called forth a spirited debate, in 
which Drs. Loomis of Washington, Dewitt of New York, Martin of 
Worcester, Mayburry of Pennsylvania, Curry of Westchester, Cox 
of Maryland, and others, took part. Dr. Mayburry moved an amend- 
ment to the motion to postpone, so that the resolution might be re- 
ferred to a special committee for consideration, to report on Thurs- 
day. The question then recurring on the original resolution, further 
discussion was had and several amendments were again proposed. 
The resolution, with several amendments, as finally adopted with a 
few dissenting voices, reads :— 

Whereas, Montrose A. Pallen, whose name appears upon the register as a per- 
manent member of this Association, has been declared, under oath, before the 
military commission sitting at Washington at this date, to have been in compli- 
city with an attempt to poison the Croton Reservoir, by which the city of New 
York is supplied with drinking water—thus imperilling the lives of thousands of 
his fellow-citizens, therefore 

Resolved, That the said Montrose A. Pallen has disgraced his manhood and the 
humane profession of which he is an unworthy member—that he is hereby indig- 
nantly expelled from this body—that the Secretary be required to strike his name 
from the roil of members. 

It was voted that the final meeting of the Association shall begin 
on Friday morning at 9 o'clock. 

A series of resolutions, offered by Dr. Garrish, of New York, of 
respect to the memory of the late Dr. Valentine Mott, were adopt- 
ed by the Society. 
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On motion of Dr. Catlin, of Connecticut, a committee was appoint- 
ed to prepare suitable resolutions on the death of Dr. Jonathan 
Knight, Dr. Benjamin Silliman, and Dr. Charles Hooker. 

Reports and papers from special and other committees were next 
in order, and the following were presented :— 

On the Rank of Medical Corps in the Army—Report by Dr. Tripler, U. 5. A- 
Accepted and adopted. On motion of Dr. Cox, of Maryland, a resolution was 
adopted that the committee be continued, and that each member of this Associa- 
tion use his personal efforts with members of Congress to secure a more elevated 
grade for the entire medical corps in the Army. 

On motion, it was voted that the report of the committee and the subject dis- 
cussed therein be presented to the next Congress by the President of this Asso- 

tion. 

"ie the Rank of Medical Corps in the Navy—Report by Dr. James Andersen, 
of New York, read by the Secretary. Accepted and adopted. 

On motion, it was resolved that the committee be continued, and that the same 
course be taken with this report by the President as was voted to be taken with 
the report from the medical corps in the Army. 

The report of the Committee on Publication was submitted by 
Dr. F. G. Smith. Appended to the report was a resolution author- 
izing the committee to assess cach member such additional sum as 
will enable them to defray the expense of publishing the forthcom- 
ing report, provided the amount in the hands of the treasurer shall 
prove to be insuflicient fer the purpose. A protracted discussion 
followed upen the acceptance and adoption of the report, with the 
resolution as submitted. A motion to amend, limiting the assessment 
to one dollar, was lost; also a resolution offered as a substitute 
for the original resolution. Subsequently, the resolution as reported 
was adopted, with an amendment changing the word “assess” to 
“jnvite ” to contribute. 

The report of the Committee on Prize Essays was submitted by 
Dr. D. H. Storer, of Boston. It was announced that a prize had 
been awarded to the auther of the dissertation on the “Surgical 
Treatment of Morbid Growths in the Larynx, bearing the motto 
“quod vidi scripsi.” On opening the envelope bearing the corres- 
ponding inscription, the author was announced to be Dr. Louis Els- 
berg, of New York. 

The premium offered at the last annual meeting for “the best 
short and comprehensive tract calculated for circulation among fe- 
males,” on Criminal Abortions, was awarded to Dr. H. R. Storer, 
of Boston. 

The Report on Medical Education was submitted by Dr. Antisell. 
Referred to the Committee on Publication. 

The Report of the Treasurer was submitted, showing the amount 
in the treasury to be $301-95. 

A paper on “Compulsory Vaccination ” was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Medical Jurisprudence. 

The report of the Committee on Revision of the Constitution was 
submitted by the President of the Association, Ir. Parsons occupy- 
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ing the chair temporarily. The report was accepted and adopted, 
and the thanks of the Association were voted to the Committee for 
the satisfactory manner in which they had discharged their duty. 

The Report of the Committee on Necrology was submitted with. 
out reading, and referred to the Committee on Publication. 

During the session, the Secretary read the following names of 
centlemen offered as candidates for election for permanent member. 
ship, reported by the Committee of Arrangements :— 

Dr. O. H. Bradley, East Jaffrey, N. H., nominated by Dr. L. E. Simonds, Sax. 


ton’s River, Vt. 


Dr. F. Winsor, Winchester, Mass., and Dr, Ed. D. G. Smith, U.S.N., nomina- 
ted by Dr. L. A. Smith. 


Dr. KR. H. King, Wolfsboro’, Carroll Co., N. H., nominated by Dr. David T, 
Parker, Farmington, N. H. 

Ir. Alba Kemp, New Salem, Mass., nominated by Dr. Ed. Barton, Orange, 
Mass. 

Dr. C. D. Bemis, nominated by Dr. D. H. Storer. 

Dr. Dryden Smith, Biddeford, Me, and Dr. John L. Allen, Saco, Me., nomi- 
nated by Dr. M. P. Munroe, President of Maine Medical Association. 

Dr. John Yale, Ware, Mass., Dr. David W. Miner, Ware, Mass., and Dr. J. W, 
Winslow, East Hampton, Mass, nominated by Dr. Martin, of Worcester. 

Dr. Benj. J. Mann, Roxbury, Mass., nominated by Dr. J. L. Miller, Pittsfield, 

Dr, v. Ei. Waterman, Westfield, Mass., nominated by Dr. Orcutt, Hardwick, 
Mass. 

Dr. J. H. Longeuccker, nominated by Dr. Thomas Antisell, Surgeon Vols. 

Dr. J. S. Lombard, Boston, Dr. J. Q. O. McCollester, S. Groton, Mass., and 
Dr. George Jewett, Fitchburg, Mass., nominated by Drs. Hitchcock and Dale. 

Dr. FE. mW. Sargent, W. Tennessee, Dr. Edwin Segur, Springfield, Mass., Dr. 
Jefferson Church, Springfield, Mass., and Dr. Alexander S. McLean, Springfield, 
Mass., nominated by Dr. Worthington Hooker. 


Dr. Samuel 8. Webber, Boston, and Dr. J. B. Gould, Templeton, Mass., nomi- 
nated by Dr. J. N. Borland. 


Dr. Silas B. Presby, Taunton, Mass., nominated by Dr. J. R. Bronson. 
The gentlemen were unanimously elected by the Association. 

The Nominating Committee reported a resolution that the several 
sections shall select the subjects germain to their organizations, and 
also appoint the committees thereon. 

A communication was reccived from Surgeon-General Dale, ae- 
knowledging, in behalf of his Excellency the Governor, the receipt 
of an invitation to attend the meeting of the Association, regretting 
his inability to be present. ‘The communication paid a high compli- 
ment to the dignified character and importance of the Association, 
acknowledging the patriotic sacrifices of the profession during the 
rebellion, and trusted that the sessions of the Association would 
result in the advancement of the interests of medical science. 

The Committee of Arrangements announced that Judge Warren, 
President of the Providence Railroad, had offered for the use of the 
Association a special train to Readville, for the purpose of visiting 
the military hospital there, at any hour ‘that they might desire to use 
it. Also that the Superintendent of the Boston public schools had 
caused volumes of the recent report to be sent to the State House 
to be distributed to such gentlemen as might wish them. 
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Dr. Toner, of Washington, offered an amendment to the constitu- 
tion, that delegates on registering their names shall pay the sum of 
$5, and permanent members, $3. The amendment, according to the 
constitution, lies over until next year. 

The Committee on Nominations, through their chairman, reported 
that they had decided upon Cincinnati, Ohio, as the next place of 
meeting of the Association. Dr. Cox, of Maryland, offered an 
amendment substituting Baltimore, Md., for Cincinnati, Ohio. A 
spirited debate followed, and at length the motion to amend was 
carricd, and Baltimore decided upon as the next place of meeting. 

A committee was appointed to draw up a series of resolutions on 
the death of Dr. S. I. Willard, late Secretary of the New York 
State Medieal Society, and also to prepare a short biographical 
sketch of his life, both to be submitted to the Committee on Ne- 
crology. 

A communication was received from Dr. Gross, Surgeon in charge 
of the military hospital at Readville, inviting the Association to 
visit Readville by special train Thursday forenoon at 9 o’clock. 

The convention adjourned at 2 o'clock. At the time of adjourn- 
ment the number of names registered on the books was 576, and 
delegates were still coming in. The sessions of the several sec- 
tions were held in the afternoon. 

Social Entertainments in the Evening.—Dr. J. Bigelow, Dr. D. H. 
Storer, Dr. Warren, Dr. Shattuck, Drs. Dix and H. R. Storer, Dr. 
H. J. Bigelow, Dr. Upham, and Dr. Williams entertained the gentle- 
men of the Association, with their ladies, in an elegant and generous 
manner. Music, vocal and instrumental, charmed the ears of the 
guests, and every effort was made to make the evening agrecable and 
pleasant. 

The residences of the gentlemen named above were visited during 
the latter part of the evening by Gilmore’s Band, and serenaded in 
honor of their guests. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD DAY. 
The Convention was called to order at 8}, A.M., by the President. 
On motion of Dr. Burns, of Pennsylvania, a resolution was adopt- 

ed requesting the sections or committees to which papers had been 

referred, to use special judgment and discretion in assigning such 
papers to the sections to which they properly belong, and in select- 
ing such as they may consider worthy of publication. 

On motion of Dr. Mayburry, of Pennsylvania, it was 


Resolved, That the Permanent Secretary be instructed to prefix to the List of 
Officers and Permanent Members, a list of the Ex-Presidents and Ex-Vice Presi- 
dents of the Association. 


Dr. Jarvis, of Dorchester, inquired concerning the functions of the 
Committee on Publication. A discussion on this question followed, 
in which the President, Drs. Jarvis, Sayre of New York, Tripler and 
Hillard participated. By a vote of 45 to 37, a resolution was adopt- 
ed giving the committee discriminating power. 
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On motion of Dr. Jarvis, of Dorchester, it was voted to establish 


a section on psychology. 

Dr. Garrish, of New York, moved that a section on ophthalmic 
medicine be established. 

Dr. Twitchell, of N. Hampshire, favored it. Dr. Williams, of Cin- 
cinnati, also favored the establishment of sucha section, as there was 
need for thorough investigation of a science which had in the past 
ten years become as it were new, all the old landmarks having been 
swept away. The motion was opposed by Dr. Burns, of Pennsylva- 
nia, Dr. A. H. Stevens, of New York, and others. It was finally 
rejected. 

On motion of Dr. Hibberd, of Indiana, the section on anatomy 
and physiology was abolished, the subject of anatomy being assigned 
to the surgical section, and that of physiology to the section on 
hygiene. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. Couper, of Delaware, and read 
by Dr. Tripler, of the United States Army, that this society send a 
delegate annually to the convention of medical superintendents of 
insane establishments, and that efforts be made to cause a more inti- 
mate relation between the two organizations; the delegate to be 
selected by the President. Amendments to the Constitution to be 
acted upen at the next annual meeting were offered in relation to 
permanent members, delegates from local societies, and members by 
invitation. 

The Committee on Nomination reported that the time of the next 
meeting shall be in June, and submitted the following list of off- 
cers 


President, Dr. D. H. Storer, of Massachusetts ; Vice-Presidents, Drs. James F, 
Hibberd, of Indiana; S. O. Almy, of Ohio; T.C. Dunn, of Rhode Island; W. P. 
Johnson, of the District of Columbia; Assistant Secretary, Dr. J. E. Morgan, of 
Maryland. 

Committee on Arrangements, Drs. C. C. Cox, W. C. Van Bibler, Franklin 
Donelson, L. H. Steiner, George G. Miltenberger, William Whitridge, J. E. 
Morgan, all of Baltimore. 

Committee on Publication, Drs. F. G. Smith, of Pennsylvania; H. F. Askew, 
of Delaware ; William Mayburry, of Pennsylvania; W. B. Atkinson, of Pennsyl- 
vania; H. R. Storer, of Massachusetts ; Caspar Wister, of Pennsylvania. 

Committee on Prize Essays, Vrs. Austin Flint, senior, James R. Wood, Ells- 
worth Elliot, E. Krackowitzer, ). C. Enos, all of New York. 

Committee on Medical Education, Drs. 8. D. Gross, of Pennsylvania; G. P. 
Twitchell, of New Hampshire; C. A. Pope, of Missouri, O. W. Holmes, of 
Massachusetts ; Grafton Tyler, of District of Columbia. 

Medical Literature (present committee continued over), Dr. Charles A. Lee, 
of New York ; T. F. Rochester, of New York; C. C. Cox, of Maryland ; Albert 
Smith, of New Hampshire ; A. Nebinger, of Pennsylvania, 

Committee on American Necrology, Drs. C. C. Cox, of Maryland; E. B. Ste- 
vens, of Ohio; W. F. Peck, of lowa; H. Van Dusen, of Wisconsin; Noble 
Young, of the District of Columbia ; Josiah Simpson, of the United States Army; 
J. C. Weston, of Maine; Henry Bronson, of Connecticut; Henry Noble, of 
Illinois ; Charles Eversfield, of the United States Navy ; William B. Fletcher, of 
Indiana; I. C. Hupp, of Western Virginia ; J. Mauran, of Rhode Island ; Wil- 
liam K. Bowling, of Tennessee ; J. P. Fitch, of New Hampshire ; James Couper, 
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of Delaware; W.L Linton, of Missouri; Charles L. Allen, of Vermont; H. G. 
Clark, of Massachusetts ; J. H. Griscom, of New York; E. M. Moore, of New 
York; Charles A. Logan, of Kansas; William B. Little, of California ; Stuart, 
of Minnesota; Henry Miller, of Kentucky ; 8. G. Armor, of Michigan; William 
Pierson, of New York; Fleming, of Pennsylvania ; E. Wallace, of Pennsylvania. 


The report was adopted as a whole, with the exception of the time 
of holding the next annual mecting. It was voted to meet on the 
first Tuesday in May, 1866, instead of June. 

Dr. Allen, of New York, with a few explanatory remarks, moved 
that the vote adopting the resolution expelling Dr. Pallen be recon- 
sidered. A sharp discussion ensued, and the vote being taken, the 
result was doubted. The yeas and nays were then called for by Dr. 
Sayre, of New York, so that the names of the gentlemen might ap- 
pear on the record. The question being put, “Shall the yeas and 
nays be taken,” was lost. A standing vote was taken, and the mo- 
tion to reconsider was also lost. 

Dr. Hooker, of Connecticut, from a special committee, reported 
the following resolutions on the death of Dr. Knight, Dr. Charles 
Hooker and Dr. Benjamin Silliman, all of Connecticut. The report 
was accepted and the resolutions adopted. 


Resolved, that in the death of Dr. Jonathan Knight, twice a President of this 
Association, the duties of which office he discharged with extraordinary ability, 
the Medical Profession has lost one of its brightest ornaments; an eminent Sur- 
geon who was conservative in the true sense of that term ; a teacher, who by his 
transparent clearness and terse eloquence, unsurpassed among medical men in 
this country, exerted through fifty years a wide influence upor the character of the 
American medical mind ; a Christian gentleman, whose genial qualitics won for 
him to an extent seldom witnessed, the affections not only of intimate friends, 
but of all those who knew him. 

Resolved, that in lamenting the sudden departure from this life of Dr. Charles 
Hooker at the height of his usefulness, we cherish the memory of one whose 
independent mind, restless activity of Christian faithfulness obtained for him 
great eminence, both as a physician and a teacher of medicine; and we call to 
mind with special pleasure his earnest devotion from the outset to the interests 
of this Association. 

Resolved, that we revere the memory of Professor Benjamin Silliman, who as a 
leader in the diffusion of science in this country, and in other countries also, was 
one of the great benefactors of the race, and who by his urbanity, kindness of 
heart, and cheerful piety, enhanced to an uncommon degree his influence upon 
the community as a man of science. 


Dr. Furman, of New York, presented resolutions adopted by the 
State Medical Society of New York, and referred to the National 
Medical Society, against newspaper advertising, except merely the 
card of the physician. The resolutions were laid on the table, to be 
taken up after the reading of the report of the committee on spe- 
cialties and specialists, which was specially assigned for this time. 

Dr. Julius Homberger, of New York, chairman of the committee 
on specialties and specialists, presented an elaborate individual re- 
port favoring advertising by specialists and opposing the same course 
by general practitioners. The report was laid upon the table for 
the present, and a second report was submitted by Dr. IL R. Storer, 
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of Boston, also a member of the committee, defending specialists, 
placing them in a high position. He presented strong arguments 
concerning the benefits and advantages of special investigations both 
to practitioner and patient. 

Dr. D. Humphreys Storer spoke concerning a passage in the re. 
port relating to himself, denying that he was ever a specialist, though 
he did not object to any person being a specialist. Dr. LU. R. Storer 
in reply defended his own ground. This report was also laid upon 
the table, temporarily. 

Dr. W. Hooker, of Conneeticut, another member of the committee, 
reported that he had not had suflicient time to investigate the report 
of Dr. Homberger, and therefore could not give an opinion con- 
cerning it. With the report of Dr. HI. R. Storer he could not en. 
tirely agree, especially in that part of the report which referred to 
specialists as the leaders of the profession. 

The reports were then taken from the table for consideration. 

Dr. Martin made a motion that the reports be referred back to 
the committee for consideration another year, and supported his mo- 
tion at some length. 

Dr. Bissell, of New York, moved to amend the previous motion, 
and moved that the reports be referred to the committee on medical 
ethics. 

Dr. Toner, of Washington, criticized the reports in a severe 
manner. 

Dr. Homberger, of New York, defended his position, and stated: 
as the reason why he did not send his report to the other members 
of the committee at an earlier date, that he knew they would not 
agree with him and would not sign it. His remarks were not receiy- 
ed very favorably by the members. 

Dr. Mayburry, of Pennsylvania, favored strongly the referring of 
the reports to the committee on medical ethics. 

The question was then taken on referring the reports to the com- 
mittee on ethics, and decided in the affirmative. On motion of Dr. 
Twitchell, of New Hampshire, the committce on ethics was instructed 
to report some definite action on this subject. 

The convention adjourned at half-past twelve o’clock. 


The Excursion down the Harbor.—The gentlemen of the Association, 
immediately after the adjournment of the business meeting at the State 
House, proceeded in a body to Commercial wharf, where they embarked 
in steamers Rose Standish and Russia for the purpose of taking an 
excursion down the harbor by invitation of the city council. On board 
of the Rose Standish, besides the members of the Medical Society, 
were His Honor the Mayor, and several members of the city council, 
part of the committee of arrangements, Chief of Police Kurtz, a num- 
ber of invited guests, and Gilmore’s full military band in their new 
uniform. On the Russia the Brigade Band was stationed. The party 
on both steamers numbered nearly, if not quite, 1000 people. 

The two steamers proceeded down the channel side by side. As 
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the party passed the revenue cutter Pawtuxet, they were received 
with a salute, and the hoisting of the flag. The steamers acknow- 
) ledged the compliment by dipping their colors and sounding their 
h whistles. The boys on the Massachusetts School Ship filling the deck 
and rigging, cheered the excursion lustily and run up the colors. This 


a compliment was also acknowledged by the Rose Standish and the 

h Russia, and the cheers returned by the passengers. 

r The first landing of the party was at Deer Island, where they were 

n received by Lon. Moses Kimball, chairman of the committee on pub- 
lic institutions, and were invited by that gentleman to walk through 

: the Ilouse of Industry and examine it as much as they desired. They 

_ passed through the various rooms and departments, always finding 

t the officers of the institution ready and willing to answer all questions 

\- put to them. The gentlemen expressed themselves well pleased with 

\- _ the workings of our public institutions, and especially noticed and 

0 commented upon the extreme cleanliness and neatness of every part 
of the buildings and also of the inmates. After about a half hour’s 
time had been consumed in visiting the island, the party reémbarked, 

a and proceeded further down the harbor. 

4 By the kind permission of Major Hl. A. Allen, of the Second United 
States Artillery, commanding the post at Fort Warren, the excursion- 
ists were allowed to land, but were requested by the Major to have 

4 no conversation with the prisoners. The gentlemen walked over the 

il grounds, examined the extensive fortification and heavy armament 
with much interest. Gilmore’s Band stationed themselves on the pa- 

0 rade ground and played the national and other airs. ‘The United States 
officers at Fort Warren were very attentive to the guests, and extend- 

d: ed to them during their short stay every attention that was in their 

‘ power. Maj. Joel Severns, of the U.S. Volunteers, is post surgeon. 

it About four o’clock the party reached Long Island and disembarked. 

‘ In the ‘‘ Cottage’ and in the tents on either side tables were spread 
with all the delicacies of the season, and to this attractive feature the | 
attention of the gentlemen was directed immediately upon landing. 

of After the very pleasant duty of relieving the tables of their burden 
had been performed, ILis Honor the Mayor mounted a chair, and eall- 
ing the gentlemen to order, addressed the company in a speech full of 

r. the most cordial hospitality and generous appreciation of the standing 

d and value of the medical profession. We regret that want of space 
prevents our publishing his remarks in full. 

Mayor Lincoln was frequently interrupted with most emphatic ap- 
plause and enthusiastic cheering. After partial silence had been 

1, restored, the Mayor called upon Dr. Davis, President of the Associa- 

4 tion, who was loudly cheered on taking the stand—or chair. 

n He said that he was exceedingly happy to meet the gentlemen under circum- 

d stances so pleasing to each individual around him. The assembly, he said, almost 

, overwhelmed him with recollections of the past. The historic old city of Boston, 

7 which has sometimes been called the cradle of liberty, everything around us, not 

’ * only the old shaft on Bunker Hill, but the old church, the old graveyard, even 

a- the by-ways and the crooked ways [laughter] moved him with pleasing recollec- 

v tions of the past. He was happy as he looked around him, as he stood with his 

y feet, as it were, in the eastern extreme of our glorious Union, to see many who 


would recollect with him a similar excursion to this, west of the Mississippi, and 
8 the kind attentions which the Association received there. At this time it should 
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not be forgotten that away in the distant South, even in South Carolina, this As. 
sociation has assembled and has received the same kind attentions. He would 
not dare to allude to this, even as a reminiscence, did he not know that the valor 
of our soldiers brought the South to our fold once again. [Applause.] He said 
that when his mind travelled over scenes and the pleasing reminiscences of the 
past years of the life of this Association, which has met in every section of our 
country, his heart was too full, and his tongue could not express his feelings, 
We may meet, continued the speaker, for good, to rack our brains in devising 
better medicines to alleviate the sufferings of mankind, but after all it is the so. 
cial element in our conventions that makes them so attractive to us. In conclu. 
sion, Dr. Davis cordially thanked the City Council, in the name of the National 
Medical Society, for the generous attention extended to them. 


Dr. Woodward, of the Surgeon-General’s office, at Washington, 
was then introduced. He spoke concerning the medical profession in 
the army, of their perilous position and their devotion to their duties, 
saying that had it not been for the aid which our armies have received 
from the profession they would have been able to do but little in 
this war. 

Dr. Storer, the newly-clected President of the Association, was then 
called for. He was introduced to the gentlemen by His Honor the 
Mayor in rather a peculiar manner, which caused much laughter, 
Dr. Storer, in speaking of his election as President of the Association, 
said that he had hoped that some other gentleman would have been 
chosen to represent the National Medical Association than himself. 
He said that he had not the presumption to suppose that he pos- 
sessed qualifications which were not possessed by the great majo- 
rity of the members of the Association, but he received the honor 
as a compliment to Massachusetts. Dr. Storer spoke of the social 
influence of these conventions. Dr. Worthington Hooker, of Con- 
necticut, made a short speech, speaking in a happy manner of his 
State, Connecticut, and of the generous manner in which the Associa- 
tion had been treated by the city of Boston. Rev. Dr. Lothrop was 
the next speaker. In speaking of the medical profession, he said that 
in his opinion it stands at the top of the professions, and demands the 
highest gratitude from the infinite and incalculable service which it 
renders to mankind. Dr. Sayre, of New York, in a short speech, ac- 
knowledged the hospitality with which the Convention has been re- 
ceived in Boston. Short speeches were also made by Dr. Doherty, of 
Connecticut, Dr. J. P. Ordway, of Boston, Dr. Curry, of West Ches- 
ter, N. Y., and others. 

About half-past eight o’clock, the party again embarked on the re- 
turn ‘‘ voyage.’’ As the steamers left the wharf, rockets and other 
fire works were discharged from their decks, and the bands performed 
favorite airs. The sail home by moonlight was exceedingly pleasant, 
and the time was occupied in listening to the fine music of the bands, 
and to singing, conversing, &&. As the steamers passed the pilot 
boat No. 7, that vessel burned brilliant blue-lights, which were no- 
ticed with cheering. On landing at Commercial wharf, the passen- 
gers of the Rose Standish formed in procession and marched to the 
Tremont Ifouse to the music of Gilmore’s band, where they separated. 

The committee of arrangements of the City Council deserve much 
credit for the admirable manner in which the arrangements for the exe 
cursion were carried out. Every thing that could be thought of for 
the comfort and enjoyment of the company was provided. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE POURTH DAY. 

The Association was called to order at 9 o'clock by the president. Reports 
from sections were received and appropriately referred, and it was voted that such 
bills as might be presented therein should be paid by the treasurer of the associa- 
tion. After the transaction of some unimportant business, Drs. Leidy, F. G. 
Smith and H. Hartshorn were appointed a committee on the paper of Dr. Colt, 
on “the microscope.” 

Dr. J. P. Ordway, of Boston, presented a protest against the action of the 
association in adopting the resolutions expelling Dr. Montrose A. Pallen. After 
the words of the resolution the document reads as follows :— 


Whereas, the association has refused by vote to reconsider its action in this 
behalf, now, therefore, 

We, the undersigned, in attendance, while we execrate the crime with which 
Dr. Pallen stands charged, and would, if his guilt were established, most prompt- 
ly and heartily vote for his expulsion, do most respectfully protest against the 
action of this association, as above recited, on the general principle that all sense 
of right and justice, as well as the established rules of this association, demand 
that no man shall be condemned and punished until his guilt is established. And 
we desire that this protest shall be placed upon the record in the minutes of the 
proceedings of this annual meeting. 

Signed by Drs. James F. Hibberd, Henry I. Bowditch, Geo. B. Twitchell, and 
about thirty other gentlemen. 


The ground taken in the protest was ably defended by Dr. Ordway, and after 
some discussion, on motion of Dr. Hunt, of New Jersey, a special committee of 
three, consisting of Drs. Hunt, Bibben, of New York, and Baxter, U. 8. A., were 
appointed to an answer to the paper. 

A letter from Dr. W. H. Mussey, of Cincinnati, was read by the president, 
which severely censured the “ course of Surgeon-General Barnes, in consulting 
with a homeopath in the case of Secretary Seward and son, and allowing a quack 
to prescribe medically whilst he was attending surgically,” characterizing it as an 
“ offence of no mean proportions; the high position of the parties making the 
demoralizing effect the greater.” The facts alleged in the letter were declared to 
be without foundation by Dr. Woodward, of Washington. 


At this point His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth, preceded by 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, and accompanied by Assistant-Surgeon General Hooker, 
entered the hall, and was received by the association, the members rising in their 
seats. His Excellency was introduced by the president, and addressed the asso- 
ciation as follows :— 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention :—I did not presume to enter 
the hall with the intention of interrupting the proceedings of the body which has 
met beneath the arches of the Hall of the House of Representatives, but for 
the purpose, in the first place, of testifying by my presence and my voice, and to 
respectfully acknowledge, the honor conferred upon me by the convention in the 
invitation to attend and to address this meeting on the morning of its first con- 
vening. Having been prevented by illness from doing so, I felt it due to myself 
and the body assembled to avail myself of the earliest practical moment of passing 
a short time in the presence of this large assembly of the most learned and wisest 
of the medical profession ; but more, I must say, I felt it to be due to the Common- 
wealth, one of whose official representatives I am, to testify in praise, and with 
emphasis also, to the interest which it attaches to such meetings of gentlemen of 
the learned profession of medicine. ‘The interest it attaches to it, not only from 
its relation to the cause of science, but in relation to the cause of pe ge ro- 
gress in many of the departments of human learning. The interest, also, which 
it attaches to the medical profession in its relation to the patriotism of the people, 
since that profession represents the body of men whose ion. whose energy, 
whose skill, whose ability and whose usefulness have not been surpassed, during 
these last four years of Southern war, by any similar number of citizens of the 
United States.” [Applause.] And I trust, Mr. President, that this meeting in 
the city of Boston will be but the introduction of your association to the city, and 
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that the capital of the Commonwealth may witness many returns of a similar 
reunion. And I hope that wherever your honorable body may meet hereafter, it 
will receive the same cordial welcome of an intelligent people capable of appre- 
ciating learning, capable of understanding adequately and valuing the contribu- 
tions of such men, alike to the health and morals, and to the sentiments of the 
people. For I believe, sir, that reasonable, progressive and philosophic views, in 
regard to the treatment of disease, or deranged health in all the forms of altered 
life, are both useful in respect to that which is perishable in our mortal bodies, 
and in respect to that which is eternal in the immortal mind. [Cheers.] I am 
happy to learn, Mr. President, that the meeting of the convention has been 
attended on the present occasion with so many circumstances of interest and 
value, and cordially thanking you for this opportunity of addressing the conven- 
tion and wishing the body themselves future happiness and prosperity, for many _ 
years to come, I have the honor to take my leave. [Cheers. ] 


At the conclusion of his address His Excellency retired, and the association 
resumed its business. 


The committee appointed to prepare an answer to the protest in the case of Dr. 
Pallen, reported as follows, through its chairman, Dr. Hunt :— 


We, the undersigned, beg leave to recommend the following reply to the protest of 
certain members of the American Medical Association against the action of the said 
association in the case of one Montrose A. Pallen. 

We remark, first, as to the right of protest in an association of this kind, that it is 
one which needs scarcely ever to be exercised, and the use of which is in general a bad 
precedent. When a motion is fairly before a body, is carefully considered and then 
deliberately acted upon, that submission to law and to a majority which is important 
to be cultivated as a principle, and which is particularly needed to be exemplified by 
prominent men as the grand lesson taught by the times, should lead the minority to be 
content to express their dissent in the usual method. With due deference to those who 
signed the protest, we cannot but express our regret that, while in the course of years 
many points have been discussed before this body, involving direct medical interests, 
and yet have been left to the decisions of the majority, so far as we know, the first 
case calling forth a protest is in the behalf of a man, in reference to whom we had the 
distinct statement from Dr. C. C. Cox, of Maryland, that he early in the war left St. 
Louis in the interests of the rebellion, and that the testimony in the case referred to 
was explicit in reference to his complicity with the attempted crime. We at least exer- 
cise no right not already granted to these protestants, in expressing our dissent from 
the propriety of their action in not submitting to the decision of this body after the 
question was once discussed, and then twice after reconsidered and the former action 
reaffirmed, and that too in the absence of the gentlemen who were the movers 
of the resolution. Secondly, we beg leave to notice the fact that the protestants have 
erred, as to matters of fact. The association has in no way formally declared that no 
sufficient proof had been adduced of the guilt of Montrose A. Pallen. The fact that 
the word proved was amended by the insertion of the words * has been declared under 
oath”’ is merely the difference between the legal issuing of a case and that kind of evi- 
dence which is entirely satisfactory and conclusive to even a guarded public sentiment. 
It was on this evidence and on the statements and opinions of members that the asso- 
ciation saw fit to base their action. They felt that the course of Pallen, previous to 
this averred act, and the testimony in the case, were sufficient grounds for their action. 
There are times when a man may be known by the company he keeps, and in such a 
barbarous wickedness as the one involved, the whole testimony and evil association 
justify us in this action. 

If the case was one that could be tried by us, so much the better; but the grounds 
of suspicion are so enormous, as in our view to justify our course of action, We are 
not injuring him, for the cloud already upon him is one to which ours will not add a 
feather. We are but protecting ourselves. When the evidence of mistake is shown, 
we will gladly acknowledge our error and retrace our course. But is it not best to 
separate trom our association one who has been in intimate association with the vilest 
enemies of humanity? We have high ideas of personal rights, but one who has been 
in leagued friendship with those making the boldest attack on the dearest personal rights 
of universal humanity cannot complain, until his character is vindicated, that he is cut 
off from association with those who by profession, as well as by their manhood, are 
philanthropists and patriots. While we agree to the general idea that no man shall be 
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condemned and punished until his guilt is established, we look upon guilt as having 
degrees, and as sometimes being established independent of the decision of courts; and 
in cutting him off from the association, we do not recognise ourselves as “ condemn- 
ing and punishing him” in the legal and opprobrious sense in which those terms are 
used when one is consigned to the prison or the gallows; but as protecting ourselves 
from the odium of association with one who, we have evidence enough to satisfy 
us, has chosen as associates not only rebels, but assassins, and who while he is unable 
to clear his skirts, is not particularly jeopardized in life, liberty or the pursuit of hap- 
piness by our act. 


The president then announced that he had received the following telegraphic des- 
patch from Montrose A. Pullen :— 


Monrnrear, Canapa East, June 9. 
To the President of the National Medical Association :—I have been expelled from the 
association upon unrebutted testimony for participating in a crime which I execrate as 
much as any gentleman in the convention. I will produce affidavits to prove Sandford 
Conover’s evidence to be infamous perjury. I beg a reconsideration of the vote, and that 
it be referred to a committee before whom I pledge myself to still preserve the fair 
fame belonging to every member of the association. Montrose A. PALLen. 


A motion was made to accept and adopt the report of the committee as the scnse of 
the association. The motion was discussed at some length, and finally laid upon the 
table. 

A special committee on insanity was appointed, consisting of Drs. Alfred Hitchcock, 
of Massachusetts; Isaac Ray, of Rhode Island; 8. H. Tewksbury, of Maine; B. F. 
Barker, of New York; and J. S. Butler, of Connecticut. 


The secretary read the following resolution offered by Dr. Garrish, of New York :— 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association, with heartfelt and national pride, 
extend to the Army and Navy Surgeons their thanks for the prompt manner in which 
they have met the calls and perils of the battle-ficld, demanded by our country. 

Resolved, That we tender to the families and friends of those who have sacrificed 
their lives in the cause of humanity, our earnest sympathies for the bereavement they 
have sustained. They have restored to us and the whole nation a peaceful and happy 
home for all future time. 


The resolutions were adopted. 

On motion, the duty of revising the list of permanent members for republication was 
referred to the committee on medical necrology. 

Dr. Burns, of Pennsylvania, presented the following resolutions, which were una- 
nimously adopted 


Resolved, That the American Medical Association, in closing their annual session in 
the city of Boston June 9th, 1865, do most sincerely tender a vote of thanks to their 
medical brethren, the Governor of Massachusetts, city authorities and inhabitants of 
Boston, for their very kind and generous hospitalities to the assembled delegates from 
all parts of our country; and in bidding them farewell we shall ever cherish the 
remembrance of their kindness, and express the hope that prosperity, with every 
domestic, social, intellectual and religious blessing may be their abiding portion. 


By Dr. Kennedy, of New York, resolutions were offered as follows :— 


Resolced, That the thanks of the American Medical Association be and are hereby 
tendered to His Honor Mayor Lincoln and the authorities of the city of Boston for the 
kind reception and splendid entertainment given to the association during their stay 
in the city. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the association are due, and are hereby presented, to 
the committee of arrangements of the association for the faithful and satisfactory man- 
ner in which they have discharged the arduous duties imposed upon them. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the association be presented to our president, Dr. N. 
8. Davis, for the singularly able and impartial manner in which he has discharged the 
duties of his office. 


The following was offered by Dr. Van Kieck, of New York :— 


Resolved, That this is a National Association, and as, in its earlier days, we enjoyed 
with pleasure and profit the intercourse with our professional brothers of all parts of 
our country, and as the unhappy feud which for four years divided the nation, has now 
ceased and peace has again come, we trust forever,—so we hope soon again to meet our 
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members and delegates from the South on this platform of frater :alization, and to this 
end we extend to them an earnest invitation and promise them a cordial welcome, 

The following by Dr. Bowditch was offered by Dr. Wibberd :— 

Resolved, That this association has learned with deep regret that there are fears of 
famine and consequent disease and pestilence occurring in some parts of Georgia and 
Sonth Carolina, passed over by Gen. Sherman’s army in its victorious course. 

Resolved, That this association would urge upon the Sanitary and Christian Com. 
missions to send agents to learn the exact facts, and, if need be, to take prompt and 
efficient measures to prevent or mitigate such a distressing result. 

The following was offered by Dr. Bronson :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this association be and they are hereby tendered to 
Major John Morrisey, the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Massachusetts Legislature, and his 
assistants, for the very able and efficient manner in which they have performed the 
functions of their offices during the sessions of the association. 

The resolutions were all unanimously adopted. 

The venerable Dr, Child made a short address, speaking as follows :— 

I feel extremely gratified that Lam permitted on behalf of the State Medicai Society 
to be present on this occasion, and I have also been extremely gratified in the proceed- 
ings of the association ; and, permit me to say, very much so as respcets the manage- 
ment of the presiding officer [cheers]; and I would unite in expressing the thanks of 
the association for the worthy manner in which he has performed his services, and I 
hope a reply will be heard from him on this parting occasion. [Appleuse.] 

The president of the association, Dr. Davis, then delivered his farewell address, 
which was as follows :— 

Gentlemen :—I thought when I was down upon the island under that cottage roof, 
posted upon a chair, that the emotions within me were such as almost entirely to forbid 
utterance ; but I confess, notwithstanding the warm congratulations and cordial feelings 
which surrounded us there, they have fallen below what you haye put upon me to do, 
at the close of this mecting, in the manifestations of your approval of the manner in 
which I have been permitted to discharge the duties of my office. Compelled last year 
by the amendment of the constitution to serve two years in these same labors, I find so 
warm a manifestation of your approval as surely will never be forgotten by me ; this 
time has been an enjoyment that will leave its impress upon the deepest recesses of my 
heart while I am permitted to live, no matter what may be the vicissitudes that await 
me in the future, or changes which may take place in this our national organization, 
The feclings which have been impressed upon me here will remain unobliterated while 
time lasts, and I fondly hope will not be wasted while eternity itself shall endure. 
But, gentlemen, I must in turn offer my most cordial thanks to every one of you, for 
if we have had excellent meetings, it is not so much that I occupied the chair, 
but it is because you, every one of you, have kindly sustained me in the discharge of 
my duty, and therefore, I say, Iam as much indebted to you, and far more than you 
are to me; therefore I give you my thanks. And I tender my thanks cordially to the 
city of Boston and to all those in the vicinity, for the manner in which I, as an humble 
individual, have been treated. Before I close, let me make one more observation, I 
have been very strongly impressed for twelve months past with the feeling that this 
association had arrived at a crisis of its existence ; and I have felt at the opening of 
the session, this meeting here in the old cradle of liberty, almost in sight of th e waves 
of the Atlantic, would determine whether this association was to be perpetuated to the 
latest generations, gathering the professicn from the four quarters of the continent, not 
merely from East or West, or North or South, but from the whole continent, and 
uniting it ina common brotherhood for defending the interests of humanity, as long 
as Civilization itself shall endure—or whether we should culminate, and, like the tran- 
sicnt meteor in the heavens, make our mark and fade away. And I felt strongly im- 
pressed at the time because I saw many aged among us, and many young who looked 
to the aged, and because they did not come up to their expectations fully were hanging 
back, and inquiring why? And it seemed we had arrived exactly at the period where 
the association was about to be transferred from one generation to the next, and as I 
commenced very young I felt that I stood as a connecting link, that my right hand was 
on the shoulder of the aged and my left upon the shoulder of the younger members 
of the profession, and if I could hold them together and put the burden of the associa- 
tion over from the shoulders of the one fa‘rly upon the other, I felt that it would stand 
firm through the coming trial. My brethren of the profession, I feel that the crisis 
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Lis has passed. [Cheers.] The association is established upon the firm shoulders of the 
next generation. Iam sure they will pass it to the next and along to others as long 
as civilization shall exist, therefore I cordially sympathize with you in all the enjoy- 
ments of this occasion ; and I hope while I am permitted to live and be able to go by 
steam-ship or rail-car, that I will find time to enjoy a green oasis every year in meet- 
ad ing you as long as age shall let me linger with you. [Cheers and applause. } 

At the close of the address of Dr. Davis, three hearty cheers were given for that 
gentleman. 

nd At a quarter past one o'clock, the convention adjourned to meet again on the first 
Tuesday in May, 1866, in the city of Baltimore. 

‘The annual meeting of the Association of 1865 has been more largely attended than 
om any previous occasion, six hundred and sixteen members and delegates having re- 
gistered their names on the books of the committee. It is generally regarded as hav- 
ing been a most interesting and successful convention. 
he ‘A Visit to the Readville Hospital.—After the adjournment, a considerable number of 
the physicians availed themselves of an invitation which had been received to visit the 


U.S. A. General Hospital at Readville, free passes having been tendered by the Pro- 
vidence Railroad Company. On the arrival of the party at Readville, they were wel- 
Oty comed by the surgeon in charge, who, with his assistants, afforded the visitors every 
d= facility for examining the institution. The officers of the hospital are now as follows: 
ze= —Dr. C oss, Surgeon of Volunteers, in charge, and Acting Assistant-Surgeons Wilbur, 
of Langmaid, Osborne and Ropes. 
LI 
MEETINGS OF THE SECTIONS. 
Oss, Section on Medical Jurisprudence and Hygiene. 
The Section was organized by calling Dr. G. F. Hibberd, of Indiana, to the chair, 
of, and appointing Dr. R. Burns, of Penn., Secretary. 
bid The “ Report of the Committee on the Value and Necessity of Vaccination and Re- 
ngs vaccination for the Eradication of Smallpox” was considered, and after slight amend- 
do, ment was endorsed for publication. 
in The paper of Dr. Nebinger on the Treatment of Smallpox was read and discussed, 
car and endorsed for publication, after revision by the author. 
80 The paper of Dr. Toner on Compulsory Vaccination was considered and discussed, 
his and endorsed for publication, after revision by the author. 
my The “ Report of the Committee on the Introduction of Disease by Commerce and 
vait the Means for its Prevention,” was considered, and endorsed for publication. 
ion. The following questions were proposed by the Committee for consideration at the - 
hile next annual meeting, and were referred to the gentlemen named below to report upon : 
ure, Comparative Value of Life in City and Country.—Edward Jarvis, Massachusetts ; J. 
for Il. Griscom, New York; E. M. Snow, Rhode Island. 
air, Drainage and Sewerage of Cities in its Influence on Health.—Wilson Jewell, Pennsylva- 
e of nia; Cyrus Ramsey, New York; Josiah Curtis, Massachusetts. 
you What Effect has Civilization on the Duration of Human Life?—A. A. Gould, Massa- 
the chusetts; W. F. Peck, Iowa; Z. Pitcher, Michigan. 
able On Disinfectants.—E. M. Hunt, New Jersey; A. N. Bell, New York; J. C. Smith, 
New York. 
this _ Central Committee on Vaccination, continued.—A. A. Bell, New York; J. P. Loines, 
x of New York; H. D. Bulkley, New York; A. Nebinger, Pennsylvania ; J. F. Hibberd, 
aves Indiana. 
the Practical Medicine and Obstetrics. 
not In the Section “on Practical Medicine and Obstetrics,” Dr. Zina Pitcher, of Michi- 
and gan, was elected Chairman, and Dr. Ellsworth Eliot, of New York, Secretary. 
long The Report of Dr. A. Fisher, of Illinois, «On the Sulphites of Lime and Soda in 
ran- the Treatment of Hospital Gangrene, Phlebitis, Erysipelas and other Zymotie Diseases,” 
im- presented last year, was referred for publication. 
sked _ Dr. H. R. Storer, of Massachusetts, read a paper on Insanity, omitting some por- 
ging tions thereof. A motion was made to refer it to the Committee on Publication. Dr. 
here Hooker, of Connecticut, moved that the Committce omit all matter of a personal cha- 
as I racter. Remarks were made by Dr. Jarvis, giving statistics tending to show that the 
was positions taken by Dr. Storer were open to question. In reply, Dr. Storer read the 
bers statistical portion of his paper, and disclaimed the remotest intention of personality. 
ocia- Lhe amendment of Dr. Hooker was lost, and the motion to refer carried. 
tand The Secretary read a portion of a paper “on the Relation which Electricity sustains 


crisis to the Causes of Disease,” by S. Littell, of Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, which was re- 
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ferred to a Committee appointed under the following resolution, offered by Dr. Loomis, 
of Washington, D. C. :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to report on the “ Relation which the 
Doctrine of the Correlation and Conservation of Forces bears to the Physiological and Pa. 
thological Conditions of the Human System.” 

The following persons were appointed the Committee :—Dr. Loomis, of Washington ; 
Dr. Jacobi, of New York; and Dr. Littell, of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. H. R. Storer requested that Dr. Elsberg, of New York, be permitted to exhibit 
a case of laryngeal disease. Dr. Elsberg’s paper was referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

The Secretary presented the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That the Secretary recommend to the Association the following resolution for 
adoption :—That the Committee on Publication be requested to adopt such appropriate mea- 
sures as will insure a speedy and general circulation of the Prize Essay on Abortion, provi- 
ded this can be done without expense to the Association. 

This was adopted. 

It was also resolved, that the Chairman should appoint a committee to report, at the 
next annual meeting, on the progress of medical science during the ensuing year. The 
following gentlemen were appointed :—J. C. Smith, New York; J. P. Ordway, Massa- 
chusetts; E. M. Hunt, New Jersey. 

Dr. Holton, of Vermont, offered a resolution, that a committee be appointed by the 
Chairman to report on Diphtheria as it has prevailed in the United States. ‘The motion 
was carried, and the following committee was appointed :—Dr. H. D. Holton, Ver- 
mont; Dr. O. D. Norton, Ohio; Dr. M. Ryerson, New Jersey ; Dr. J. S. B. Alleyne, 
Missouri. 

Adjourned. 

Section on Surgery. 

The Section was organized by the choice of Dr. H. J. Bigelow, Massachusetts, as 
Chairman, and Dr. A. B. Hall, Massachusetts, as Secretary. 

Dr. J, Mason Warren, of Massachusetts, read an elaborate paper on Staphyloraphy, 
After considerable discussion, in which several gentlemen participated, the paper was 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. L. A. Sayre, of New York, read a paper “on the Mechanical Treatment of 
Chronic Inflammation of the Joints of the Lower Extremities, with a description of 
some new apparatus for producing extension at the knec- and ankle-joints.” ‘The pa- 
per, after some remarks from various gentlemen, was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. Dr. Sayre also read the history of a ‘* Case of Exsection of the Wrist-joint,” 
by Dr. Tewksbury, of Portland, Me. As this paper was considered as an appendix 
to the Report of the Chairman of the Committee on Conservative Surgery, it was re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

Dr. H. D. Holton, of Putney, Vt., read a short paper on Dislocation of the Sternal 
End of the Clavicle, exhibiting a “new apparatus for maintaining the reduction.” 
This paper was referred to the Committee on Publication. 

A paper was presented from Dr. Lawrence Turnbull, of Philadelphia, “on Foreign 
Bodies in the Ear, with a condensed statement of the present condition of Aural Sur- 
gery, with a bibliography.” As the author was not present, the paper was referred to 
the Committee on Publication, with discretionary power. 

On Wednesday, the Section met at the Medical College to listen to a paper from the 
Chairman, with demonstrations, on fracture of the neck of the femur and impaction of 
the head of the bone, and dislocation of the same. 

Subsequently, Dr. Sayre offered the following resolution :— 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due to Dr. IL. J. Bigelow for his scien- 
tific demonstration of the anatomy of the hip-joint and the injuries connected therewith, 
and their proper treatment, and that they request Dr. Bigelow to furnish the same for publi- 
cation. 

The following subjects were selected to be reported upon at the next annual meeting: 
On Strangulated Hernia, by Dr. Peck, Iowa. On the Cause and Pathology of Pye- 
mia, by Dr. J. Woodward, U.S.A. On the Use of Plaster of Paris in Surgery, by 
Dr. James L. Little, of New York. 

Adjourned. 


[For the greater part of the preceding report of the doings of the general session of 
the Amcrican Medical Association, we are indebted to the very accurate and full report 
of the Boston Daily Advertiser.—Evs.] 
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SixreentH ANNUAL CoNVENTION OF THE AMERICAN MepicaL AssociaTion.—The 

st week has been one of much interest to the members of the medical profession 
ond as being the anniversary week of the American Medical Association. We have de- 
voted a large space of this and the last number of our Journat to the proceedings in- 
cident to it, and our readers are quite as capable as ourselves of forming an opinion as 
to the character of the occasion. We believe we speak the feeling of all who were 
able to be present, that no meeting has been more successful than that just terminated. 
We do not propose now to enter into a discussion of any radical defects or shortcom- 
ings which prevent these annual sessions from accomplishing all that could be wished 
for, for the advancement of medical science or the establishment of correct views of 
medical ethics. Every thoughtful physician will see great room for improvement in 
these particulars. It is to those features in the late meeting which were the subject of 

eneral congratulation that we propose now to give our attention. 

And first it is interesting to note that this meeting was the largest in point of num- 
bers that has ever been held by the Association. ‘This is a special cause of gratification 
to its friends, from the fact that there prevailed to some extent an opinion that there 
was a lack of interest in the meeting felt by our professional brethren here, and that 
from the tone of medical journals of late the profession at large were disposed to look 
upon the Association as a failure and as having seen its best days. However exten- 
sively such an opinion may have prevailed in anticipation, no one who was present at 
the meeting itself can doubt its vitality at any rate. There are peculiar circumstances 
connected with our National Association which give, and must always give, it a charac- 
ter somewhat different from other organizations of the same class. ‘The social element— 
the bringing together of members of an influential class from distant parts of our common 
country—is to our minds a circumstance of immense importance when we undertake 
to estimate the good resulting from these conventions. Who shall say how much the 
national ties which bind together States and communities of such diverse characters 
and interests are strengthened by the free intercourse and kindly communings which 
are thus brought about? How much local prejudice may be removed by a hearty 
grasp of the hand or the welcome smile of a hospitable face! What erroneous im- 
pressions of local meanness or coldness to strangers may not be forever effaced by a 
personal experience of unlooked-for consideration or liberality ! 

To our minds the good results of our annual gatherings in this respect cannot be 
overestimated, nor outgrown. In a country so vast as ours, we need frequent 
occasions of bringing together representative men from all parts—the oftener the bet- 
ter. We cannot have too much of the antagonistic power thus generated to counteract 
the never-tiring influence of local self-seeking to alienate the different sections of our 
land. It is therefore particularly gratifying at the present time that our meeting was 
so large; especially when we consider that a large number of the States were not re- 
presented at all, As we said before, the importance of our mectings in this aspect is 
very great, and is peculiar to our American Association. It is a National Convention 
which binds more strongly together the brotherhood of States. 

Speaking for our brethren in Massachusetts, we are free to say that we have heard 
no ee but that of the greatest satisfaction at the manner in which the Conven- 
tion of the past week was conducted, and an increased interest in the Association which 
promises well for the future. The Committee of Arrangements may be congratulated 
for the good taste and judgment which guided them in their efforts to make the visit of 
our friends as agreeable as possible; and we feel assured that our guests were made 
more than happy thereby. ‘The City of Boston well sustained its character for hospi- 
tality at the hands of our excellent Mayor and other municipal authorities, and we can- 
not look back to a single circumstance in the whole round of private or public social 
entertainments with any other feeling than that of pride and gratification. 

One word about the business sessions of the Convention. And the first spontane- 
ous utterance of every member of the Association present must be, that surely never 
was there a presiding officer at the head of a representative body more worthy of 

his place than our excellent president, Dr. N. S. Davis. His unhesitating readiness at 
every moment on every question of parliamentary rule, his unswerving and unwearied 
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attention to the whole proceedings, never for a single moment allowing him to lose his 
complete grasp of the business in hand, elicited unstinted expressions of admiration 
and respect from all quarters. While his unfailing courtesy and impartiality only 
heightened the regard for his moral qualities which his mental superiority had com. 
manded. ‘The general admiration of the Convention may be well summed up in the 
feeling that we heard more than once expressed, that “we should be willing to have 
Dr. Davis appointed perpetual President.” He may rest assured that he takes back 
with him to his distant home the universal regard and respect of his associates. 

This is not the place to discuss the merits of the scientific communications to the 
Association. Some of them were of great excellence we know, others were of little 
value. ‘The former will appear in the publications of the Association, and the latter 
we sincerely hope will feel the influence of the discretionary power of the Committee 
on Publication. Exciting questions of medical ethics were discussed in general session 
and were left unsettled. So long as our meetings retain their present character, it 
seems to us, it must be a matter of years before they can be. It is a question calling 
for the nicest consideration by the ablest minds of our profession whether there is not 
a better way by which such questions may be speedily and authoritatively adjusted, 

And so we take leave of our National Medical Association, in the full hope and be- 
lief that if, as the president suggested, the present year was a critical one in its history, 
a turning point of decadence or ascension, it has taken the direction of the latter, and 
has entered on a new carecr of usefulness and strength, promising more for the welfare 
of the country and humanity than it has ever before accomplished. At its next meet- 
ing we fervently hope to see represented the many States so sadly turned against us 
for the past four years, so that our Convention may be in reality as well as in name, a 
National one, which may do—who shall say how much ?—to heal the bleeding wounds 
through which the national life has been flowing out so long. 


Tue sixteenth annual session of the Pennsylvania State Medical Society was held at 
Altoona on the 14th inst. The Illinois State Medical Society held its annual meet- 
ing at Bloomington on the 2d and 3d of May. A public address was delivered by Dr. 


VITAL STATISTICS OF BOSTON. 
For THE WEEK ENDING SaTuRDAY, JuNE 10TH, 1865. 


DEATHS. 
Males. | Females. | Total. 
Deaths during the week - - - - - ~ 3: 33 66 
Aye. mortality of corresponding weeks for ten years, 1853—1863,)} 35.1 33.7 68.8 
Average corrected to increased population eae 00 00 76.06 
Death of personsabove90 - 


0 1 1 


A NOTE respecting the omission of the Mass. Med. Society’s dinner at the late annual 
meeting, a paper on Chlorodyne, with other communications and a variety of miscellaneous 
matter, have been excluded from our issues of this week and the last by the proceedings 
of our National Association, notwithstanding the use of small type andthe extra sheet ap- 
pended to the last number. 


Marrirp,—At Dorchester, June 7th, Francis F. Brown, M.D., of Reading, to Miss Emma 
Mary Clapp, of D.—At Valley Falls, R. 1., June 6th, Augustine A. Mann, M.D., of Cen- 
tral Falls, to Miss Sarah T. Bucklin, of Valley Falls—At Framingham, A. E. Hoyt, M.D., 
late Surgeon 25th Mass. Vols., to Miss Emma F. Whiting, of East Medway. 


Diep,—In Philadelphia, 6th May last, in the 69th year of his age, Dr. William Darrach, 
formerly a professor in the Pennsylvania Medical College. 


Deatus tn Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, June 10th, 66. Males, 33—Fe- 
males, 33. Abscess, 2—accident, 4—apoplexy, 2—asthma, 2—disease of the brain, 1—con- 
sumption, 10—convulsions, 2—diphtheria, 2—dropsy of the brain, 5—drowned, 1—erysiper 
las, 2—scarlet fever, 1—gastritis, l—disease of the heart, 1—homicide, 1—infantile disease, 
38—intempcrance, 1—disease of the liver, 1—gangrene of the lungs, 1—inflammation of the 
lungs, 4—marasmus, 1—paralysis, 1—puerperal disease, 3—pyzemia, 1—scrofula, 1—small- 
pox, 3—disease of the spine, l—teething, 1—tumor, 1—unknown, 5. 

Under 5 years of age, 24—between 5 and 20 years, 9—between 20 and 40 years, 14—be- 
tween 40 and 60 years, 13—above 60 years, 6. Born inthe United States, 48—Ireland, 16— 
other places, 3. 
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